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June 7, 2006
Ex-great Austin brings cardio-tennis to state

By Rod Walker


Legendary tennis star Tracy Austin won two U.S. Open titles and a mixed doubles Wimbledon title in her playing days.

Although she retired from tennis for good in 1994, Austin remains busy promoting the game that made her a star in the late '70s and early '80s.

The former No. 1 player in the world will visit Mississippi this weekend to conduct cardio-tennis clinics (a combination of aerobics and tennis).

Austin will visit Gulfport's Gulf Coast Tennis Club Saturday and Bridges Tennis Center in Jackson on Sunday, conducting two camps at each site.

Ann Brady, executive director of the Mississippi Tennis Association, says having such a high-profile player to visit the Magnolia State should help in promoting both tennis and fitness here.

"Local tennis players in our state rarely get the opportunity to interact with such a great former champion and spokesperson for the game such as Tracy Austin," said Brady. "It should be great for tennis in our state. The event will not only bring recognition to tennis and put our sport in the spotlight, but it'll also expose tennis players and non-tennis players to cardio tennis. They can get in a great workout while also learning how to play the game."

Austin was briefly ranked the world's No. 1 singles player in 1980, breaking a six-year reign held by stars Chris Evert and Martina Navratilova.
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